institutes

Mathang Seshagiri | Tsn

Bangalore: The burgeoning number

of technical institutions and engi-
neering colleges, collapsing under the
weight of poor gquality and often ac-
cused of churning out industry un-
ready graduates, can look forward to
handholding by the India’s avant-garde
tech schools — the Indian Institutes
of Techrniology

The four-decades-cld Institutes of
Technology Act is being amended to
cast upon the [FTs additional duties of
supporting and collaborating with
technical education institutions and
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II'Ts to help tech schools, advise state govts

b " oK

advising state governments on tech-
nological problems within the Zone
they are housed.

The Institutes of Technology
(Amendment) Biil, 2010, makes it
mandatory for the 15 IITs —including
the eight new ones set up in 2008 —to
wrovide training, facilitate study vis-
its, share laboratory and other re-
sourees with fechnical education in-
stitutions located in their zones, States,
unsure of how to indulge in technol-

ogy to better governance and admin-
istration, can now bank on the ex-
pertise of these top T-schools.

Despite a green signal by the Coun-
cil of I1Ts, the parliamentary stand-
ing committee on human resotree de-
velopment has recommended that
clauses compulsing II'Ts to collaborate
and assist technical institutions and
governments should not be made
mandatory In iis report on the pro-
posed bill submitted last month, the
committee which has, among others,
Rahul Gandhi, Kanimozhi and Suresh
Kalmadi as members, has stated the
issues of resources, capacity and fac-
ulty at II'Ts should be addressed first
and the “technical education institu-
tions themselves should also have the
vision to deal with the new demands
of the society and the industry”

The committee headed by Rajya Sab-
ha MP Oscar Fernandes relied heavily

on the reservations expressed by thefi
nance ministry which had pointed out
that by virtue of these new clauses, an
obligation bad been cast uipon the HTs
tostrive tomeet the technclogical needs
of the states in their zone "Not only
this, the new clauses would consider-
ably constrain the autonomy of these
Institutes by making the duty manda-
tory and forcing the institutes to un-
dertake activities for which they may
notbehavingthe capacity” says the re-
port. The HRD ministry will take a fi-
nal call on accommodating the recom-
meandations made by the committee,
The proposed amendment will also
greatly alter the boundaries of IIT
rones. Currently, the older seven HTs
span the entire country With the in-
clusion of eight new IITs, the bound-
aries will be redrawn. Except for [IT
Guwahati, the number of states/UTs
under existing II'Ts will be reduced.
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Sibal tells states to
finalize land for I'Ts

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Talking tough
with the state governments
that have failed to provide land
for new IITs, HRD minister
Kapil Sibal on Monday asked
them to prepare a timeline so
that construction begins be-
fore the end of current Plan.

- Though Jharkhand gov-

ernment, which is yet to fi-
nalise land for IIM did not send
any representative for the
meeting, senior officers from
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh and Himachal at-
tended it. In case of IIT-Jodh-
pur, the Rajasthan government
has agreed to give 827 acres.
Earlier, it had pledged 900
acres. The state government
has been told that land use as

per the master plan must be
notified as [I'T-Rajasthan. Also,
common lands and pathways
passing through the land ear-
marked for IIT should be de-
notified. The district authori-
ty has been told to immediately
remove all unauthorised struc-

: tures falling within the land.

As for the temporary campus,
the state governmetit has been
asked to make public transport
available. ‘

Gujrat officials informed
that the lease deed for 400 acres
of land will be changed to 99
years from 30 years. The Gu-
jarat cabinet will take up the
matter soon. The Gujarat gov-
ernment was told to ensure
that the ministry of agricul-
ture vacate the land soon be-
fore the Centre takes it over.
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2 MoUs on higher
education inked

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: India and France
on Monday signed two mem-
orandums of understanding
(MolJs) on higher education,
and also decided to take for-
ward 2009 ‘Plan of Action for
IIT-Rajasthan’ by settingupa
French consortium that will
help the institute gain ex-
pertise in areas like health
technology, solar energy, aero-
space, guantum computing
and several other fields.

The MoUs were signed in
the presence of Valerie
Pecresse, French minister for
higher education and re-
search, and HRD minister
Kapil Sibal. The first MoU pro-
poses to set up an International
Joint Laboratory, which will
be called CeHule Franco-Indi-
enne de Recherche en Sciences
de 'Eau (CEFIRSE), or Indo-
French Cell for Water Sciences
(IFCWS). 1t will be developed
by Institut De Recherche Pour
Le Development of France and
the Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore. The laboratory
could enter into partnerships
with other research struchures
and organisations in India,
France and abroad.

The second one relates to

One MoU seeks to
promote institutional
exchanges; student
exchanges, organizing
symposia, short
courses and meets on
research issues and
continuing education
programmes

academic collaboration be-
tween seven ITTs and Paris-
Tech — Paris Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology, Paris.
The seven II'Ts are located in
Kharagpur, Bombay, Madras,

Kanpur, Dethi, Guwahatiand.

Roorkee, AgroParisTech, Arts
et Mitiers ParisTech, Chimie
ParisTech and a few others
come under ParisTech.

The MoU seeks to pro-

mote institutional ex-

changes; student exchanges,
organising - symposia,
conferences, short courses
and meetings on research is-
sues; joint research and con-

tinuing ‘,edl'mation pro-

grammes; and exchange in-
formation pertaining to de-
velopments in teaching, stu-
dent development and re-
search at each institution.
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Anti-matter
riddle;: Answer

just a step away?

Geneva: European scientists reported on Mon-
day the creation and capture of anti-hydrogen
atoms in a novel magnetic trap and said it put
themontrack tosolvingone of the greatcosmic
mysteries—the make-up of anti-matter.
Anti-matter is of intense interest outside the
globa] scientific community as it has often been
. v 4 Cited as a potential
source of boundless and
<aa'] almost cost-free energy
B % The announcement
{ from Cern, European
41 Organization for Nucle-
~§.{ arResearch, came three
™8 Fl weeks after another of
w.d thethreeteamsworking
. separately on the prob-
lem at particle research
| . O center near Geneva said
they had briefly made
Experts at Cern have and caught the elusive
briefly made and caught
the elusive antimatter  atomsfor thefirsttime.

atoms for thefirsttime -~ Wih these alter-
native methods of pro-
ducing and eventually studying anti-hydro-
gen, anti-matter will not be able to hide its
properties from us for much longer,” said Ya-
sunori Yamazaki of the team that scored the
latest breakthrough.

Anti, or neutral, matter is believed t{o have
been created in the same quantities as conven-
tional matter — the substance of everything
visible in the universe —at the moment of the
Big Bang13.7billion years ago. reuTers '
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Germany’s Green Party suggests managing climate change without the USTimesona €

Why America matters

to legls.hmrs at the Climate Confer-

ence in Cancun, that the world
should goahead withaglobal climate treaty
without the 178, The idea is unfeasible for
a multiplicity of reasons. At the heart of
the matter are the twin issues of cutting
pollutant production and developing non-
polluting technologies, The US is at the
centreaf both issues and therefore must be
apartof the solution.

( = ermany’=Green Party hasproposed

NotonlyistheUSthewarlds B TIMES VIEW=

affordable prices. For that reason too, the
T8 must be a part of any treaty seeking to
go beyond cuts and offering possibilities
for a greener future,

Undoubtedly, elimate change isa press-
ing issue and the Green Party argues we
cannot afford to wait.
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Let it be alaggard

mate treaty 1= the ideal situation.
But what if itrefuses to join? Can
the rest of the world endlessly wait for
Americans to rethink their priorities
and policies, especially since the signs
are that a change in

l The US being part of a global cli-

But without the pre-
eminent cause and
paradoxically  also

largest polluter inhistoric terms,
in terms of current per capita emissions
of greenhouse gases 1t's an even bigger
polluter, Given the massive responsibility
Americans bear, any initiative would 1m-
mediately be hobbled without US partici-
pation. And it's not just a big part of the
problem but could be a big part of the
solution too. The U8 is the leading innova-
torinscience and technology It has among
thebest-equippeduniversities and research
facilities, attracting extremely able scien-
tific minds. Combined, this imbues the US
with a unique capacity to develop clean
technologies and sell them to the world at

the source of many
solutions, this effort
cannot succesd. The
Kyoto protocol was
signed as far back as
1997, with the idea

MP 68 México2!

the US position is
unlikely in the im-
mediate future? In

=uch a scenario, the
Green Party MPs
suggestion needs se-
rious consideration.
A global clumate
treaty without the 178

that the US could be
prevailed upon to join later. Howewer,
that hasn't lmppened yet. Meanwhile, the
protocol itself is falling apart with Japan,
one of its founder-members, walking out.
In arder to revive prospects for a climate
change treaty it's essential that the US be
brought on board.

is neither an imprae-
tical nor an unfeasible idea. The Kyoto
Protocol was a beginning in this direction.
It didn’t have the impact it ought to have
had because big players like the US didn't
endorse it. Countrieslike Chinaand India
too refused to accept the emission cuts
proposed in Kyoto forprecisely thatreason,

mCOUNTERVIEW =

Kautilya Kumar

That's a fair position considering the
poverty and underdevelopment in these
countries. But the picture has changed
somewhat for the better. There's greater
cONSENsIs among major nations that
pollution needs to be kept under check for
the salke of the whole world. If this leads
to a global consensus, it's a positive step
evenif the US refuses to be part of it.

But can the US resist such a global
consensus for long? The
momenturn a global cli-
mate treaty would create
might force the US to change its approach
to emission controls. The shaft in global
power too would kick in. The US isnomore
the engine that drives the global economy:
Asia 1z on the rize. China and many
European countries are in the forefront
of developinggreentechnologies. There 1s
noreason to believe that the edge the US
has in advanced technology will continue.
The geopolitical shift could also be techno-
logical. Nations that refuse to recognise
and adapt to change get left behind. Going
green is no more a moral choice but a
practicalsolution to embrace the future,
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II'Ts, lISc ink partnership pacts

HT Correspondent

& letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI; The Indian Institutes

of Technology and the Indian

Institute of Science, Bangalore,
on Monday signed pacts with
top French untversities and
research centres.

The memoranda ef under-
standing were signed after a
meeting between HRD minis-

ter Kapil Sibal and French high-

er education and research min- -

ister Valerie Pecresse, who is
accompanying  President
Nicolas Sarkozy.

Sibal and Pecresse discussed
increasing cooperation in edu-
cation and research, particu-
larly in nanotechnology, bictech-

nology, weather prediction,

aerospace engineering and

INSTITUTIONS TO TIE UP
WITH T0P FRENCH
UNIVERSITIES AND

ESEARCH CENTRES

“advanced math. India and

France are undergoing similar
higher education reforms prin-
cipally aimed at improving
access and quality.

The IISc will set up an inter-
national laboratory on water
sciences jointly with the Institut
de Recherche Pour le Develo-
ppement (IRPD) in France, The
jointly set-up research labora-
tory can strike partnerships
with other research institutions
in India, France or any other
country, under the Mol signed

between the IISc and the IRPD.

The seven older I1Ts signed
an MoU with Paris Institute of
Science and Technology (Paris-
Tech) on promoting student
and institutional exchanges and
joint research. The MoU with
ParisTech is also aimed at giv-
ing the IITs an opening into
European Union education pro-
grammes and initiatives.

Officials also discussed prog-
ress on France's proposal —
announced during Sarkozy's
2008 visit — to help set up the
new IIT in Rajasthan.

The proposal involves the
creation of a consortium of
French higher educational insti-
tutions that will academically
and scientifically aid-the IIT
coming up in Jodhpur, in areas
where France is a leader.



Times of India ND
07/12/2010 P-19

Burning rogue
cells with
_magnetic pulse
to fight cancer

London: British scientists
have claimed that cancer
could be “burned up” with a
new technigue which uses
magnetic pulses to heat tu-
mour cells until they die.

A team, led by University
College London, has found
the technique, known as hy-
perthermia therapy can be
used to surround cancer cells
with tiny particles of iron ox-
ide that vibrate when in mag-
netic field, causing the cells
toheatup.

In fact, tests in mice have
shown this can raise the tem-
perature of the tumour cells
by six degrees above body
temperature, around the
point when cancer cells start
to die, The Daily Telegraph
‘newspaper reported.

According to the scien-
tists, the therapy will allow
them to target cancer cellsin
the body and kill them with-
out harming the surround-
ing tossed or causing the side
effects of chemotherapy
drugs and radiotherapy
They say they can target the
jron oxide particles to tu-
mours by puttingthem inside
stem cells from bone marrow
that naturally home .in-on
cancer inthebody. < -

“If you heat cancer cells
up to 43 they start to die. Our
natural body temperature is
37 C. The technique that we
areusing, weareabletoreach
that threshold,” Sam Janes,
who led the team, said. pn
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HRD gives
In, says no

to coi

entrance

0N HOLD Health ministry had
opposed single AIPMT, AIEEE exam

Charu Sudan Kasturi

# charu.kasiwri®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH!: Students expecting
a common engineering and
medical entrance examination
from 2011 will have to take the
tests separately.

The Ministry of Human
Resource Development has
decided to allow the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) to hold the All India
Engineering Entrance
Examination (AIEEE) and the
All  India  Pre-Medical
Test (AIPMT) separately next
vear, povernment sources told
the Hindustan Times.

The decision came following
the health ministry's opposition
to the plan announced by HRD
minister Kapil Sibal,

“We still maintain that
the test should be common
and we are hopeful that we
can convince the health min-
istry by 2012, But because
of their opposition, we were
running out of time to work
on a common test for 20117
a senior HRD ministry official
said.

Keeping in mind the
complexity in holding multiple
examinations, Sibal had
announced his ministry’s deci-
sion in June 2010, to hold a sin-
gle entrance examination for
engineering and pre-medical
entrance examinations for the
students after passing out XIIth
standard from 2011,

It was aimed at reducing the
students’ workload besides cut-
ting down on the cost of hold-
ing these examinations.

The AIEEE is the world's
largest such examination, The
National  Institutes  of
Technology and other Central
engineering colleges admit stu-
dents on the basis of their
AIEEE scores. Even states fill
50% of their seats in govern-
ment colleges through AIEEE.

SIBAL WANTED

STUDENTS TO APPEAR

FOR PHYSICS AND

CHEMISTRY JUST ONCE,

ALONG WITH B!OLO(?Y &
A F

Over 12 lakh students appeared
for the AIEEE last year.

Similarly, most of the Central
medical schooks admit students
on the basis of their AIPMT
scores. States, too, fill 50% of
their seats in government med-
ical colleges through AIPMT.
It is the largest medical exam-
ination in India.

Many students appear for
both the ATPMT and AIEEE to
keep their academic options
open.

Sikal's plan involved allow-
ing such students to appear for
just physies and chemistry
papers just once, along with
maths and biology, instead of
appearing for physics and
chemistry independently in the
AIEEE and the AIPMT.

However, the health ministry
has opposed the plan and even
opposed the move in the
Supreme Court.
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IiTs, French institutes sign MoUs

PNS B NEW DELH|

he Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) at Kharagpur,

Bombay, Madras, Kanpur, Delhi, Guwahati and Roorkee and
the institutions under ParisTech signed memoranda of under-
standing (MoUs) on Monday for academic collaboration and set-
ting up a joint international laboratory between
Institut De Recherche Pour Le Development and the Indian
Institute Of Science. :

The two MoUs were signed in the presence of HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal and French Minister for Higher Education and
Research Valerie Pecresse. Both leaders appreciated the increas-
ing cooperation between the two countries in the field of edu-
cation and scientific research and discussed the need to have more
cooperation in the field of education and research such as nan-
otechnology, biotechnology, weather prediction, aerospace
engineering, advanced mathematics amongst others.
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Consortia of 7 IITs, ParisTech sign MoU

BS REPORTER
New Delhi, & Decembgr

consortium of the seven In-

dian Institutes of Technol-

2y (IITs) and the Paris In-

stitute of Science and Technolo-

gy (ParisTech) have signed a mem-

orandum of understanding (Mol)

to promote institutional and stu-

dent exchange programmes, be-

sides joint research and continu-
ing education programmes.

The seven IITs are Kharagpur,

Bombay, Madras, Kanpur, Del-
hi, Guwahati and Roorkee and the
consortium is headed by IIT Bom-
bay director Devang Khakhar.
Moreover, France-hased Eu-
ropean Aero Defense and Space
Company and India’s secoend
largest information technology
company Infosys Technologies
will each contribute €100,000 for
the creation of the [ITs-ParisTech
fund for Science and Technology.
“Of this €200,000, €17,000 will
be for students at the under-

graduate and masters’ level for
travelling back and forth between
India and France for short term.
Rest of the money will be for stu-
dents to join PhD research either
in India or France,” said Khakhar.

He said 20 students were ex-
pected to move back and forth
each year and the new IITs

would be roped in for the proj- -

ect over time.

The Mol also provides the op-
portunity for IITs and ParisTech
to collaborate and participate in

the European Commission ini-

tiatives such as the Erasmus

Mundus, External Cooperation
Window by partnering with oth-
er interested institutions.

Earlier, senior officials from
both countries discussed in detail
and finalised the draft MoU on I
Rajasthan that would facilitate a
French Consortium to academi-
cally and scientifically accompa-
ny the institute to develop in ar-
eas where France possesses con-
siderable expertise.
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(From left) Mr N.R. Narayana Murthy, Chairman of the Board and Chief Mentor of

.

P-3

PR e

Infosys Technologies Ltd; Mr Bertrand Collomb, Chairman of Lafarge; and Mr Benoit
Potier, Chairman and CEQ of Air Liquide, at the Indo-French CEOQs' Forum in the Capital

on Monday. — Ramesh Sharma

- India, France sign
pacts in education,
energy, infrastructure

Our Bureay
" New Delhi, Dec 6

In a move aimed at strength-

ening Indo-French business

ties, the two sides on Monday

inked a slew of agreements to

collaborate in areas of educa-
-tion, energy and- infrastruc-

ture,

The agreements were
signed under the aegis of In-
do-French Chief Executive
Officers’ Forum, which held
its third meeting coinciding
with India visit of the French
President, Mr  Nicolas
Sarkozy.

Hindustan Construction
Company (HCC) has inked
two agreements with the
France-based VINCI Group
1o jointly work on power and
infrastructure projects.

N-POWER PLANY

The proposed nuclear power
plant at Jaitapur in Maha-
rashtra is a targeted project
under this agreement; the
duo would collaborate to bid
and participate in the con-
struction of the project.

HCC said that the part-
nership will further streng-
then its capabilities
execute the engineering and
construction of nuclear pow-
er plants with value added

knowledge support from
VINCI Construction Grands
Projets.

The agreement will also
focus on similar infrastruc-
ture opportunities, especial-
lyin water and power sectors
in the SAARC countries.

PUBLIC-PVT PARTNERSHIPS

Also, HCC's subsidiary, HCC .
joined -

Concessions, has
hands with VINCI Conces-
sions to partner on select
public-private partnership
projects in India for devel-
oping, operating and main-
taining large infrastructure
assets.

IIT INITIATIVE

In another Indo-French joint
initiative, Paris Institute of
Technology (ParisTech) and
Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy (I1Ts) have announced a

to |

partnership in areas of edu-
cation and research.

This will translate into a
IITs-ParisTech Internship
Programme in science and
technology for advanced un-
dergraduate and postgradu-
ate students.

In addition, under the
IITs-ParisTech Sandwich-
PhD programme, research
groups from Indian and
French institutions will pro-
pose collaborative research.

ENERGY SECTOR

In the area of sustainable en-
ergy, Air Liquide and Tatva
Renewable Energy are
studying the possible devel-
opment, test and industrial-
isation of ahydrogen fuel cell
based energy management
solution adapted to the Indi-
an market,

In particular, this would
be geared towards develop-
ing a cost effective and envi-
ronmentally friendly power
supply solution for telecom
infrastructure including
GSM towers.
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India, France
join hands for
education

! Sides commit 1 lakh
euros each; to collabo-
rate on research, student
exchange

1 Joint PhDs to be
awarded gradually

I lITs, ParisTech lead
the collaboration while
Infosys, EADS give
seed money

Apim TANDONTNS

New DeLH, DEceEMBER 8
India and France today
signed a major pact in the
field of education, commit-
ting to collaborate in the
area of scientific and tech-
nological research. Both
countries have pledged 1
lakh euros each to the part-
nership that will enable stu-
dent exchanges and, in the
long term, award of joint
PhDs by Indian and French
institutions.

The agreement between

seven original Indian Insti-.

tutes of Technology (ITTs)
and ParisTech, a conglomer-
ate of 12 top educational
institutes of France, was

inked today afternoon on the

sidelines of delegation-level
talks between Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh and
visiting French President
Nicolas Sarkozy. HRD Min-
ister Kapil Sibal and his
French counterpart were
present at the time of signing.

Seed money of two lakh
Eurcs for IITs-ParisTech
Fund for Science and Tech-

Indian side from IT giant
Infosys and on the French
side from the European
Aeronautic Defence and

- Space Company (EADS),

the European acrospace cor-
poration which makes civil
and military aircrafts. The
pact is significant as it’s the
first formal partnership the
two nations have announced
on the education side. All
old collaborations have been
based on individual contacts
between scientists.

With the new partnership in
place (its seeds were sown in
June 2009 when the IIT
Mumbai director was invited
by France to make a propos-
al), students on both the sides
will be exposed to the best
education programmes in
engineering in partnership
with established companies.

“Of the 2 lakh euros,
70,000 would be utilised for
the movement of undergrad-
uate and postgraduate Indian
and French students back
and forth for short periods.
The remaining fund will go
into promoting collaborative
research through joint guid-
ance of PhD students. “We
will develop programmes for
joint PhD research through
joint supervisions on both
sides and will explore the
possibility of awarding joint
PhD degrees,” IT Mumbai
Director Prof Devang
Khakkar told The Tribune
after he signed the pacton the
behalf of the TIT consortium.
On the French side, Paris-
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‘Sibal fumes at
statesfor going
slowonII'ls

By Kavita Chowdhury -
In New Dehi

HUMAN resource develop-
ment minister Kapil Sibal on
Monday read the riot act to
the state governments con-
cerned over inordinate
delays in setting up cam-
puses for the new IITs at
Gandhinagar, Jodhpur,
Indore, Mandi and Ranchi.

Sibal made it clear that the .

land acquisition problems
plaguing the new institutes
will have to be sorted out
immediately.

The IITs set up in 2008-09 do not

have their own campuses yet and’

are functioning out of the cam-
puses of the mentor IITs — the
existing ones.

8ibal summoned the state gov-
ernment representatives and the
IIT directors to intimate them
about the new deadlines which
have to be adhered to. The minis-
ter was reportedly upset with the
Jharkhand government for skip-
ping the meeting.

The Rajasthan government tried
t0 make amends by promis-
ing to hand over the land as

THE 1iTs were at the forefront of edu-
catlonal deals silgned with France
on Monday.

French higher education minister
Valérie Pécresse met her counterpart

rrifiey

Kapll Sibal in New Delhl and an MoU for.

student exchange and academic collab-
oratlon between the seven older 1ITs
and Parls Tech (a consortlum of French
technlical Institutes) was signed.

The human resource development
(HRD) ministry officlals and the French
consortium also finalised an Mol on HlT-
Rajasthan which will pave the way for
major collaboration between the two
sldes at the new T,

The MoU willl enable a French consor-
tlum.to academically and sclentifically
help develop the new institute. The
French technical instltutes wiil help IIT-
RaJasthan In the fleld of renewable
energy (especlally solar energy); health;
aerospace; quantum computing; sys-
tems Integratlon and design; mechani-
cal engineering as well as technologies
for art conservation and herltage.

“Already drafts of the agreement had

P-12

been exchanged by both sldes. We were
expecting to finailse detalls, Including
the vislon statement and have managed
to do s0,” an HRD minlistry officlal sald.

1IT-Bombay also finalised a bilaterat
agreement with French technlcal Insti-
tutes (Group Ecole Telecom) with spe-
clalisation In the field of telecommuni-
cation.

NT-Rajasthan, which was set up In 2008
and mentored by lIT-Kanpuy, tled up
with Areva Renovables for a strategic
partnership In the fleld of renewable
energy. These apart, another cruclal
agreement for setting up a Joint inter-
natlonal laboratory — called the Indo-
French Cell for Water Sclences (IFCWS)
— was also signed.

The International laboratory will be set
up by the Institut de Recherche pourle
Development, France, and the Indian
Institute of Sclence, Bangalore. The lab-
aoratory will also work towards partner-
ships with other research structures and
organisations in Indla, France and
abroad.

Kavita Chowdhury

nature.

well as to supply electricity
by December 23 to IIT-
Rajasthan. It has also
assured the minister that it
will arrange for transport
services to the new institute.

The minister who wanted to
expedite the work on the new
campuses ensured that not
just the state governments,
but also the IIT direetors and
the representatives of central
ministry c¢oncerned were
present.

“Having an IIT is a matter
of prestige for any state. The

states concerned were the
ones to demand the IETs in
the first place. So it is
appalling that the states
failed to provide land despite

assurances that they womld

do s0,” Sibal told the state
governments.

The Guiarat government
assured it would change the
existing land lease for the
new IIT at Gandhi ar from
30 years to 99 yvears."The agri-
culture ministry alsc assured
that all clegrances will be
iven since a large portion of
he land was agricultural in

The IIT Indore campus,
however, has been held up
due to environmental clear-

Jharkhand did not
attend_the meeting
RNt SR AR TR

ances as two-thirds of the
proposed campusis on forest
land. The state government
has promised to get clear-
ances and resolve the matter
with the environment
ministry. -

HRD ministry sources said
the delay in construction of
these new campuses has also
led to budgeting-related com-
plications within the ministry
itself. A considerable amount
of the budget for higher edu-
cation has been slashed as
funds allccated for setting up
of these campuses were not
utilised.

To ensure that deadlines are
adhered to, Sibal instructed
his officials to write to all
state governments concerned
detailing the problems.
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HIGHER EDUCATION

‘Centre to send notice
over slow progress in

setting up 11T,

By PrasHanT K. Nanpa
prashant.n@livemint.com
NEW DELH!

he government’s effort to

boost higher education
through new Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs) and an
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment (IIMs} has been snarled
up in problems over the allo-
cation of land for their cam-
puses.

The human resource devel-
opment (HRD) ministry has
expressed dissatisfaction over
the progress made by four new
IITs and one new IIM and de-
cided on Monday to write to
the authorities in five states
where they are located, detail-
ing the problems and seeking
solutions.

HRD minister Kapil Sibal
said he is not happy that “land
allocation” is yet to be com-
pleted even two years after the
institutes started functioning
from temporary buildings.

Most of the problems the in-
stitutes face relate to securing
clearances related to land.

The states have to give land
free of cost, with agriculture
and forest ministry clearances,
so that the central government
can start construction of per-
manent campuses,

Each of the new IITs are slat-
ed to receive around 3500
crore, of which more than 50%
is to be utilized during the 11th
Plan that ends in 2012.

The new IITs are supposed
to have their full-fledged cam-
puses by 2014,

Sibal met on Monday with
IIT authorities and state offi-
cials from Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat and Himach-
al Pradesh, where the IITs are
located.

No one from Jharkhand,
where IIM-Ranchi is facing
similar problems, attended the
meeting.

Sibal said his ministry will
send letters to all the state gov-
ernments, seeking speedy so-
lutions.

NIT-Mandi in  Himachal
Pradesh is yet to receive a for-
est clearance for 370 acres of
land. [IT-Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, too, needs to get en-
vironmental and forest clear-
ances,

The HRD ministry said in a
document that the Jodhpur
Development Authority (JDA)
must issue an authenticated

JosHA ROSERTS/BLOOMBERE

I.ad Issues: HRD minister
Kapil Sibal.

site plan clearly indicating the
exact area of the land avail-
able.

In the case of IIT-Gandhi
Nagar (Gujarat), a large pot-
tion of the area earmarked for
the campus is agricultural land
that needs to be cleared.

The HRD ministry said the
tand needs to be leased for at
feast 99 years as against the 30
years mentioned by the state
government. “We can take over
the land only after the ministry
of agriculture vacates the
land,” the minister said.

“Allotment of IITs and I[IMs
to states is a matter of respect
for them but if they don't co-
operate, then how will the cen-
tral government help better
the education in those states?
We expect states to solve the
problems as a priority so that
construction begins in time,”
Sibal said.

Dissatisfied over the ab-
sence of officials from
Jharkhand, the minister asked
HRD ministry officials to sum-
mon the state authorities in
charge of IIM-Ranchi.

The Central government de-
cided to open seven new IIMs
in the 11th Plan, of which three
started operations from make-
shift campuses in 2010. IIM-
Ranchi is one of them.

A senior Jharkhand govern-
ment official said although
land has been selected for IIM-
Ranchi, the state government
has been facing resistance
from some tribal groups.

“We understand the impor-
tance of land allocation but
there are some political and
social issues involved in this
case,” said the official, who did
not wish to be identified.
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AITs become the Facebook of placement network in week 1

. . . . . ..
Top Salaries Jump Up To 172%, Average Salaries Rise 15-30% In First Six Days Of Hiring g#ll%{'sﬁ
Sreeradha D Basu “The market is extremelybuoyant,”  andtopsits 38-lakh offertoastudent  riod. IIT Guwahati had more than 100 N the rush
KOLKATA said SK Srivastava, professorin charge  of [T Madras on Saturday. offers from 25 recrutersby the fourth ~ G0Ing by the
of training and placements at IT New York-based financial services day of the season, an increase of more of recruiters, the
STsix daysintothe process, the ~ Kharagpur, which hasbagged the firm Tower Research Capital was the than 50% overlast year, accordingto  pumber of foreign
[T placement season hasseentop  highest offer of the seasenso far. Astu-  highest paymaster at IIT Madras Last professor-in-charge (training and offers may showa
salaries jumnp between 40% and dentat the Kharagpur institute was of-  year witha228lakh per annumoffer.  placement cell) Saurabh Basu. two to three-fold
172% and average salaries go up fered a $135,000 compensation. “The number of offers (at IIT Among the global firms that have . }
between 15% and 30% overlastyear.  package (760 lakh) fora US-based posi-  Bombay) is twice that of last year, queuedupat IT camnpuses to offer jump over last year.
Placement officials say going by the tion by Facebook, the world’s most witharound 350 offersin the first five  foreign positions this yearare electron-  This year’s top offer,
rush of recruiters, the number of popular sodal networking site. days,” said Ravi Sinha, who heads ics equipment maker Sony, minerRio  made by Facebook,
foreign offers may showa twoto three- The Facebook offerisa near three- placement at IIT Bombay. Tinto, marine ttansporter Tanker Pacif- is anear three-fold
fold increase overlast year. Thenumber  fold increase over last year's highest While IIT Madras received 200 offers  icand consumer goods firm P&G. .
of recruitersand the offers have already ~ offerof £22lakhayearfrom financial ~ inthefirst five days, IT Kharagpur Inarease over st
surpassed last year's figures. services major Barclays atthe instirute  reported more than220 duringthepe- P More foreign postings: P 25 year's highest offer

More foreign postings

» From Page 1

THE world’s leading oil field services compa-
ny, Schlumberger, aregular at the tech cam-
puses in India, has offered a Rs 22 lakh per
annum package to a student of IT Guwa-
hati. This is a 57% jump over Jast year'stop
offer of Rs 14 1akh, which was made by IBM
India. Schlumbergerisat the top at IIT Roor-
kee, too, with its Rs 26 lakh offer, a 44%
jump over last year’s highest offer of Rs 18
lakh made at the campus.
More recruiters are offering foreign post-
ings this year as compared with last year.
*From three companies offering foreign po-

sitions last year, we have 6-7 this time
around already,” said Anurag Nallapat, aca-
demic affairs secretary at IIT Madras.

The institute has already seen 260 re-
cruiters signing up so far, 40 more than till
May last year. “Last time, we had 15 foreign
offers. We expect to double or triple that,”
said PK Jain, professor and coordinator
(training and placement) atIIT Roorkee. Jain
said IIT Roorkee students have received
more than 170 offers so far, almost double
that of last year.

About 150 companies have registered at
Roorkee as against 70-801ast year. The aver-

age pay packets offered by these firms have

registered a 30% jump so far. ITT Delhi, too,
has seena significant increase in the number
of offers. Besides regulars such as Shell, Mor-
gan Stanley, McKinsey, ONGC, SAIL and
ITC, new recruiters on the tech campuses in-
clude Facebook, Amazon and Opera Solu-

. tions. Placements will continue until the end

of this month, when there willbe abreak of a
few days. Recruitment will begin again in
January. The placement season normally
continues until April or May. )

But things may be different this time
around. “The way things are going, we hope
to wrap up (the placements) by February-
March,” said Nallapati of IIT Madras,



